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British island of St. Marcou, Dundas persuaded his colleagues to
embark on an ambitious venture against Ostend. The scheme
originated in the mind of that clever but incurably plausible naval
officer, Captain Home Popham. His idea was to blow up the Saas
lock of the new Bruges-Ostend canal, along which the French were
expected to move great masses of invasion barges from Holland.
Secondary objectives were to destroy the port installations and carry
out a raid on transport concentrations at Flushing. Popham, who
had the supreme merit to a politician of being always " very
sanguine," succeeded in arousing the enthusiasm of General Sir
Charles Grey. Together the General and Dundas, who was enthusi-
astically backed by the Under-Secretary-for-War, Huskisson, so
bombarded Spencer that the latter compelled the Admiralty to
appoint Popham to the naval command of the expedition. The
result was that his superiors in the Service, who regarded Popham
with some justice as a young man with more bounce than ex-
perience, gave the venture as little support as they could and by
needless delays possibly contributed to its failure. 1400 troops,
including <5oo Guards wrung from a reluctant King, were embarked
in flat-bottomed gunboats and landed under cover of Popham's
frigates at Ostend during the night of May ipth. At first all went
well: the French were taken by surprise and the sluice gates de-
stroyed with only a few casualties. Then the wind backed into the
wrong quarter and, as more experienced sailors than Popham had
from the first foreseen, the rising surf made it impossible to re-
embark the troops. After several hours of useless resistance, in
which sixty men lost their lives, the remainder laid down their
arms.

Yet the raid at the moment when all Europe was expecting the
invasion of England showed men the dauntless character of the
islanders. " The spirit and courage of the country," wrote Pitt,

" has risen so as to be fairly equal to this crisis___The French go on,

I believe in earnest, but the effect here is only to produce all the
efforts and all the spirit we can wish." * A distinguished foreign
writer, Mallet du Pan, visiting England that May, paid a striking
testimony to the national temper. " Here we are in the full tide of
war, crushed by taxation, and exposed to the fury of the most
desperate of enemiet, but nevertheless security, abundance, and
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